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Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
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PRELUDE   Please gather in silence to prepare for worship 

 

Stand 

GATHERING HYMN  

 



 

 

 

 



BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thought of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 

 cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 Please kneel, sit or stand 

P Most Merciful God, 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

 sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

 what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

 not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

 have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

 your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives 

us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 
 Stand 

GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  

C And also with you. 

 



KYRIE  

 



HYMN OF PRAISE 

 



 
 
 

Be seated 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
P Pastoral Prayer 

C Amen. 

 

 

 



MOMENT OF REMEMBRANCE  

 

 In the United States, approximately 63,460,000 million babies have been aborted 

 since Roe vs. Wade was enacted in 1973. Each chime represents three million 

 aborted babies.  Worldwide, the number of abortions is over one billion. 

 

 

 

FIRST READING:  ISAIAH 9:1-4 

Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he 

humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor 

Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan— 

2 The people walking in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep darkness 

    a light has dawned. 

3 You have enlarged the nation 

    and increased their joy; 

they rejoice before you 

    as people rejoice at the harvest, 

as warriors rejoice 

    when dividing the plunder.  

4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 

    you have shattered 

the yoke that burdens them, 

    the bar across their shoulders, 

    the rod of their oppressor. 
 

R The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  

 

 
 



PSALM 27:1-9 

R 1The LORD is my light and my salvation— 

      whom shall I fear? 

 The LORD is the stronghold of my life— 

      of whom shall I be afraid? 

C 2 When the wicked advance against me 

      to devour me, 

 it is my enemies and my foes 

      who will stumble and fall. 

 3 Though an army besiege me, 

      my heart will not fear; 

 though war break out against me, 

      even then I will be confident. 

 4 One thing I ask from the LORD, 

      this only do I seek: 

 that I may dwell in the house of the LORD 

     all the days of my life, 

 to gaze on the beauty of the LORD 

      and to seek him in his temple. 

 5 For in the day of trouble 

      he will keep me safe in his dwelling; 

 he will hide me in the shelter of his sacred tent 

      and set me high upon a rock. 

 6 Then my head will be exalted 

      above the enemies who surround me; 

 at his sacred tent I will sacrifice with shouts of joy; 

      I will sing and make music to the LORD. 

 7 Hear my voice when I call, LORD; 

      be merciful to me and answer me. 

 8 My heart says of you, “Seek his face!” 



      Your face, LORD, I will seek. 

 9 Do not hide your face from me, 

      do not turn your servant away in anger; 

      you have been my helper. 

 Do not reject me or forsake me, 

      God my Savior. 

 

 

 SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-18 

10 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of 

you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but 

that you be perfectly united in mind and thought. 11 My brothers and sisters, some from 

Chloe’s household have informed me that there are quarrels among you. 12 What I mean 

is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow 

Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.” 

13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized in the name of 

Paul? 14 I thank God that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so no 

one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16 (Yes, I also baptized the household of 

Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t remember if I baptized anyone else.) 17 For Christ did not 

send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with wisdom and eloquence, lest the 

cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 

18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 

are being saved it is the power of God. 

R The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  

 

 



CHILDREN’S MOMENT   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 4:12-25 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 4th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

12 When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 Leaving 

Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun 

and Naphtali— 14 to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah: 

15 “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, 

    the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan, 

    Galilee of the Gentiles— 

16 the people living in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of the shadow of death 

    a light has dawned.” 



17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 

near.” 

18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called 

Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were 

fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for 

people.” 20 At once they left their nets and followed him. 

21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother 

John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called 

them, 22 and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 

23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good 

news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 24 News 

about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with various 

diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the 

paralyzed; and he healed them. 25 Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, 

Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him. 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord.      

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 
Be seated 

SERMON  “Out of the Shadows and into the Light”            Pastor Phil Hohulin 
Moment of silent reflection after sermon 

 

 

 
 
 



Stand 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

 and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

      and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

 

 Kneel/sit/stand 

THE PRAYERS 

A Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 

 to their need: 
 

A Merciful God, we thank you and praise you for the gift of the one, holy, catholic, and 

apostolic Church, which finds its unity in your Son. As you nourish and sustain all 

living things, by your Word and Sacrament nourish and sustain the whole body of 

Christ. Draw us near to your love and to your world in compassionate grace.  Lord in 

your mercy.  

C Hear our prayer. 
 

 God of hope, prosper the work of our ministry partner, Hope Rising.  May those to 

whom they minister choose the blessing of life.  May they be especially aware of your 

presence with them and rest in the confidence of your provision for their every need. 

Lord in your mercy. 

C Hear our prayer. 



 Holy Spirit, by your comforting presence, abide with those who feel unloved, who 

deal with crisis, and who struggle with illness [especially …]. Surround them with 

tangible expressions of your compassion. Lord in your mercy. 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

Sovereign One, grant your wisdom to all elected representatives of our republic.  

Protect them from corruption and temptation.  Conform their wills to yours and lend 

them courage to lead according to your statutes.  Enable them to ensure the 

unalienable rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness to all, from first 

heartbeat to last. Lord in your mercy. 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

Lord of the Church, bless the leaders of our denomination: our bishop Dan Selbo; his 

assistants Amy, Brad, David, Gemechas, Phillip, Andrew; and the staff and faculty of 

our North American Lutheran Seminary. Raise up a new generation of pastors to 

shepherd your flock. Enhance the missional efforts of all congregations that faithfully 

proclaim your word. Lord in your mercy. 

C Hear our prayer. 

 
 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your  mercy, 

 through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

 

 

 

 
 

Stand 
PEACE  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us share a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Be seated 

OFFERING                  Special Music 
 

 

 

Stand 

OFFERTORY  

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A Let us pray.   

C Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness 

 you have blessed  us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your 

 service and dedicate  our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have 

 made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 

 

 



DIALOGUE  

 

PREFACE 

P  It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks 

and praise to you, O Lord, Holy Father, almighty and ever living God. Because in the 

mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, 

to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth, and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 

 

SANCTUS 

 



THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  

 In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, that all those who believe in

 him should not perish, but have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation 

 you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  

 

 Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with  a 

 living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper.    

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

 you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

 forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 

 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



Be seated 

AGNUS DEI 

 

COMMUNION                                        

*White grape juice is in the center of each communion tray. Gluten-free wafers available at the rail upon request. 

We believe that Holy Communion is the sacrament of the real presence of Our Lord Jesus 

Christ. As we partake of the *bread and the *wine, we trust Jesus’ promise that we 

receive His Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sin and strength to service in our lives.  

If you are a baptized and repentant Christian who desires to commune with us, you are 

thereby publicly declaring your oneness in faith with us, and you too recognize the 

Lord’s Body and Blood as fulfilling God’s Covenant of Grace for us.   

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

The communicant may say: Amen. 
 

 

Stand 

PRAYER 

A Let us pray.  

C God of glory, you nourish us with your Word who is the bread of life: fill us with 

 your Holy Spirit that through us the light of your glory may shine in all the 

 world. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



HYMN OF THANKSGIVING  
 

 
 

BLESSING 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

 

 

 



SENDING HYMN 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Altar flowers this Sunday are in honor of the blessing that was Mick’s life! 

~Pam Mehlhorn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Welcome visitors! Thank you for worshipping with us today.  We invite you to come 

and get to know us at the pace that fits who you are, where you are on your spiritual 

journey, and to explore with us what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.  If you 

would like to receive our weekly newsletter, Tidings of Grace, please send an email to 

our administrative assistant, Brenda, at gracewcsecretary@yahoo.com. 
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Servant Schedule 

Communion Servers 

Nancy Oliver & Becky Reinhart 

 

       Assistant Minister                    Lector        Nursery   

Jan 1  Shirley Schryver    Deborah Ross    Lexi & Debbie 

Jan 8   Joe Costantino     Lauren Gleason   Rachel & Debbie 

Jan 15  Sandy Rice     Shirley Schryver   Cynthia & Debbie 

Jan 22  N’Anne Knight    Carol Rothfuss   Deborah & Debbie 

Jan 29  Sandy Rice     John Jackson    & Debbie 

 

Sunday School 

   Young Learners (Prek—K)   Disciples (Early Elementary) 

  Jan 1 No Class          No Class      

  Jan 8 Susan & Roseann        Jean      

  Jan 15 Diane & N’Anne        Julie 

  Jan 22 Mechelle & Ava        Lea      

  Jan 29 Wanda & Steve        Cassie  

 

 

Grace Council 2023 
       

Officers 
         Deborah Ross~President       

Joe Costantino~Vice President 

         Steve Gross~Treasurer       

         Jim Wattrick~Secretary       

             

Team Liaisons 

Gary Petticrew~Outreach 

Pam Mehlhorn~Christian Education 

Linda Hooghe~Connections 

Caitlin Pfeiffer~Worship & Music 

John Jackson~Administratin & Finance 

Lauren Gleason~Property 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

As a congregation of the 

 North American Lutheran Church  

we are guided by four core values: 

 

1.   Christ Centered 

2.   Mission Driven 

 3.   Traditionally Grounded 

     4.   Congregationally Focused 
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